Practical astrology: the Primer

By Bradley R. Chappell

This is the' cheat sheétl have created over the years for use in'mgroduction to
Astrology classes. It is not meant to serve as an education in Astrology, only as an
educational tool. There apenty of fine resources online that offer complete courses in
every aspect oAstrology, one of the best beiagtrology.clairvision.org.

TheELEMENTS are the energy substance of experience.
TheSIGNS are the primary energy patterns and indicate spegjfialities of experience.
The RLANETS regulate energy flow and represent the dimensions of experience.

TheHOUSESrepresent the fields of experience wherein specific energies will be most
easily expressed and most directly encountered.

TheASPECTSreved the dynamism and intensity of experience as well as how the
energies within the individual interact.

Elements of the chart:

Fire signs; (Aries, Leo and Sagittarius) exude stimulation and spontaneity. They need to
be thrilled, inspired and free. Theititudes are catalytic and excitable. In response to
events, they arENTHUSIASTIC andEXPRESSIVE.

Earth signs; (Taurus, Virgo and Capricorn) embody pragmatism and physical survival.
They need to concretize plans, get tangible results and build sobtusést Their

attitudes are cautious and reliable. In response to events, tHeR@RUCTIVE and
PRACTICAL .

Air signs; (Gemini, Libra and Aquarius) exemplify logic and relatedness. They need to
gather information, explore intellectual ideas and shareegis. Their attitudes are
objective and curious. In response to events, theCa&MdMUNICATIVE and
INTERACTIVE .

Water signs (Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces) demonstrate sensitivity and intuition. They
need to feel deeply, sense psychic connections ang sabtye with others. Their
attitudes are receptive and compassionate. In response to events, EPAEHIC
andEMOTIONAL .



Signs of the zodiac represent psychological characteristics:

Aries- Fiery, creative(Mars ruler)

INDEPENDENCE- is  forceful, (Y) 8 .

enafgetic, direct, courageous, and Aries Tauwrus Genuni Cancer
seeks adventure and challenge. The
creative force of spirit.

M £ M
Taurus- Earth, sustaining (Venus B

ruler) Leo Virge Libra Scoipio

PERSISTANCE- is practical, often

skeptical and stubborn, and loves AN
serenity and inner peace. The wisdom )2\ -Y_)O AAA )'(
of the Earth.

Sagittarius  Capricorn  Aquarius Pisces

Gemini- Air, changing (Mercury
ruler)

VERSATILITY - is inquisitive, witty, perceptive, adaptable, and seeks out information.
The duality of existence.

Cancer- Water, creativgMoon ruler)

NURTURANCE- is introspective, emotional, protective, and wants immer outer
security.

Leo- Fiery, sustaining(Sun ruler)

EXPRESSIVENESS:is proud, gregarious, dramatic, dignified, and desires self
expression.

Virgo- Earth, changing(Mercury ruler)
ANALYISIS - is analytical, critical, modest, helpful, and works towardguotion.

Libra - Air, creative(Venus ruler)

COOPERATION - is affectionate, tolerant, often indecisive, appreciates beauty, and
seeks balance, relationship, and calmness.

Scorpio- Water, sustainingPluto ruler)



TRANSFORMATION - is penetrating, suspiciousirospective, and desires to
transform and remove outer masks.

Sagittarius- Fiery, changing(Jupiter ruler)

EXPANSION- is jovial, open minded, loves freedom, and seeks meaning and new
experience.

Capricorn- Earth, creative(Saturn ruler)

STRUCTURE- is industrious, practical, disciplined, and works for solitude and personal
integrity.

Aquarius- Air, sustaining (Uranus ruler)

REFORM- is progressive, erratic, revolutionary, idealistic, humanitarian, inventive, and
desires individuality.

Pisces Water, changing (Neptune ruler)

FAITH - is imaginative, other worldly, impressionable, and seeks transcendence of self.
The end of the cycle; shimmering emptiness (sunyata).

Planets represent various parts of one's mind or self:

O The Sun: ILLUMINATOR By its sign it fuels the behaviors used to fulffill
the reigning need complexrepresents one's spirit, ego, image of self, and sense of
aliveness.

D The Moon: CARETAKER Reigning need of the personalityrepresents
one's emotional nature, moods, feelings, and caring tendencies.

Q Mercury: COMMUNICATOR How a person needs to think to be efficient
in fulfilling needs; represents one's thoughts, intellect, and communicative activity.

Q Venus: CHARMER The socialization needs requiredrepresents one's
creativity, tendencies for affection and calmness, and relationship needs.

Mars: PURSUERSymbolizes the need to apply a certain kind of energy
toward fulfillment ; represents one's will, energy, activity, and aggressive, assertive
tendencies.



| Jupiter: SEEKERThe need for a particular reward; represents one's
enthusiastic, faithful, wise, expansive, spontaneous nature.

F? Saturn : ORGANIZERIndication of the needs at work to absorb the
learning process within the internalization of necessary controjgepresents one's part
of mind that is disciplined, respectful, and solitary.

i Uranus: PROBLEMSOLVERIntensifies behaviors to fulfill needs
represents one's individuality, desires for change, and tendency to go against social
norms.

t—P Neptune: TRANSCENDERAdds the resource or defense of visualization,
inspiration, suppression or aggrandizementrepresents one's intuitive, spiritual,
compassionate, psychiature.

@)

¥ Pluto: TRANSFORMERConnotes how much and to what extent energies
and resources are used to fulfill the selfrepresents one's destiny, and capdoity
transform the self and the outer world.

TheN Node :represents one's soul potential, karmic goals, and best direction of
evolutionary growth.

The S.Node:represents one's soul pattern, karmic past, and area of experience that can be
drawn from butallows little present growth.

Part of Fortune: represents one's place where opportunity and success can be
found.

Chiron: represents one's ability to help, heal, and teach others, and where one
has much experience.

Ceres:represents one's tendernoydirect energy to instinctive, creative,
reproductive goals.

Pallas Athena:represents one's tendency to direct energy away from emotional
and into mental pursuits.

Juno: represents one's tendency to give away individual power for the benefit of
a relationship.

Vesta: represents one's capacity to direct creative energy into personal or
devotional goals.



Houses represent different areas within one's life:

xTheangular (active)houses (1,4,7,10) are associated with aasivating
guality and have an immediate impact on the structure of one's life. The keyword
for the angular houses is ACTION.

xThesuccedenf(reactive)houses (2, 5, 8, 11) are associated with individual
desires and the areas of life we want to control and consolidat&eyiwerd for
this type of house is SECURITY.

XThecadenthousegresultant)3, 6, 9, 12) are areas where there is input,
exchange and distribution of thoughts and observations. The keyword for these
houses is LEARNING.

The birth chart is divided up int parts with the separating lines at the beginning of the
1st, 4th, 7th and 10th houses. With the separation of the southern and northern
hemispheres of the chart we can establish what is known as the ‘polarities’ of the houses.
For instance, we find thadtwe look at the 1st and 7th houses, which lie directly opposite
each other on the chart, we can gage the way we view the ‘self/others’ dichotomy in our
own lives. With the 2nd and 8th houses we see the tangible values as opposed to the
subtle values, ahso on. Naturally, these are colored by the sign these houses are in, the
planet placement and aspects but this is a brief introduction that should, with a bit of
work on your part, yield great results in self understanding.

Since theSouthern Hemisphere(the upper half of the chart) represents the PUBLIC
portion of life, if you have a planetarydos in the top of the Chart yauill tend to orient
yourself to the world at large. Your talents and accomplishments will be noticeable
publicly. You will wantto obtain and increase your conscious awareness and knowledge.
You will make an effort to fit in with the greater scheme of things, philosophically or
practically. You will view life objectively’WHAT’'S GOING ON OUT THERE?" is

your question.

Since theNorthern Hemisphere (the lower half of the chart) represents the PRIVATE
portion of life, if you have many planets at the bottom of the Chart, you will be more
introspective and focused on your inner reality. Home, roots, and foundations will play an
important role in your life. You will tend to seek out intuitive insights and to be

motivated by your unconscious awareness. Your accomplishments will have personal
value, and your talents will be shared privately. You will be aware of the subjective
dimensions blife. “WHAT'S GOING ON INSIDE?” you will wonder.

Since theEastern Hemisphere(the left half) represents the part of the Chart that is
oriented to SELFAWARENESS, selfsufficiency, and personal growth, if you have this
focus, you will usually take a pactive role in life. You will tend to initiate things, assert
yourself, and pursue “it.” You may not always know what you want, but you do know
that, once you discover your direction, you can count on yourself to go after it. As you



lead your life, otherfollow-whether or not you've invited them. Your guiding question
will be “WHAT DO | WANT TO DO OR DISCOVER NEXT?

Since theWestern Hemisphere(the right half) reflects OTHERWARENESS,

receptivity to feedback, and growth in relationships, if you havwgh#side emphasis

you will tend to react to others and respond to their direction. You will support collective
efforts and cooperate with others as much as possible. Barhgf “it” is more

important to you than pursuing it. You know that you can coartthers, and they can

rely on you. You will look around for an inspiring leader or group and join up. You will
want to know “WHAT ARE WE DOING OR DISCOVERING NEXT?”

FIRST HOUSE (Active/generative- conscious selfhood)the area of life dealing with
eshblishment of personal identity, temperament, appearance, identity, roles, persona,
mask.

POLARITY: The feeling for oneself in contrast to the experience of the other person in
the 7th house.

SECOND HOUSE (Reactive/concentrative- definition of self): the area of life dealing
with self image, self worth, and material security, money, thingsesetem, values,
worth, talents, resources.

POLARITY: The tangible values in contrast to the subtle values in the 8th house.

THIRD HOUSE (Resultant/dispersive- to know): the area of life dealing with
communicating to and receiving from the environment, speech, neighbors, community,
vehicles, short trips (physical or mental), siblings.

POLARITY: Prosaic thought and the kind of newspaper reality valid for jlestay in
contrast to higher thinking and the true convictions in the 9th house.

FOURTH HOUSE (Active/generative- to establish) the area of life dealing with
imagination, fantasies, inner feelings, and domestic life, home, emotional security,
mother, nuturance, family, clan, roots, culture.

POLARITY: The origin in contrast to the goal in life in the 10th house.
FIFTH HOUSE (Reactive/concentrative- selfexpression) the area of life dealing
with finding joy, pleasure, and creative expression, chil@pégsical creativity), dating,

love, love affairs, hobbies, inner child, play.

POLARITY: Emphasis on self and sa&kpression in contrast to the integration in a
group in the 11th house.



SIXTH HOUSE (Resultant/dispersive- selfimprovement): the area olife dealing
with work and feeling talented and useful, health, nutrition, tasks, schedules, stress,
decisionmaking, volunteerism, service.

POLARITY: The integration of the self in contrast to the-salfrifice in the 12th house.

SEVENTH HOUSE (Active/generative— to relate):. the area of life dealing with
personal relationships and intimacy, partner, mate, companion, peer, enemies, customers,
unclaimed parts of self.

POLARITY: The “victim of accommodation” in contrast to unlimited development of the
sdf in the 1st house.

EIGTH HOUSE (Reactive/generative- transcendence of human limitations)the
area of life dealing with sex, death, conception, birth, the occult, and other hard to grasp
topics, intimacy, bonding, commitment, shared resources.

POLARITY: The assets of the soul in contrast to the concrete assets in the 2nd house.

NINTH HOUSE (Resultant/dispersive—to understand). the area of life dealing with
changes, exploration, and the breaking of routine, beliefs, morals, ethics, religion,
philosofhy, foreign travel, sales, higher education, teaching, science.

POLARITY: Deep convictions and fundamental conceptions of values in contrast to the
sober and objective information in the 3rd house.

TENTH HOUSE (Active/generative— collective integration) the area of life dealing
with career, social stature, and destiny, reputation, vocation, father, authorities.

POLARITY: The crown of the Tree of Life as a counterpart to the roots in the 4th house.

ELEVENTH HOUSE (Reactive/concentrative- social expresion). the area of life
dealing with the future, life goals, and association with friends and groups, visions,
dreams, goals, rebellion, politics, causes.

POLARITY: Community spirit and cooperation in contrast to the competition and
domination of the selh the 5th house.

TWELFTH HOUSE (Resultant/dispersive—rebirth) : the area of life dealing with

things that disrupt or cause disassociation with the personality, spirituality, faith, psychic
experiences, physical and mental retreats, addictions, depeglalegal or hidden

things.

POLARITY: All things incomprehensible and boundless and dissolution in contrast to
the order, clarity, and limitation in the 6th house.



Aspects are different relationships between planets:

When planets ar€onjunct (touching), Conjunction - 0 Degree

one is connected and fused together wit

another. % Sextile - 60 Degree Aspect (two signs apart)
Coming together, unification,

intensification and general[ ] Square - 90 Degree Aspect (three signs apart)
strengtheningThe beginning of a new

cycle of interfunctional relationship. TheA Trine - 120 Degree Aspect (four signs apart)
release of a newdea or a new set of

potentials. Unityin functional operation. co Opposition -180 Degree Aspect (six signs apart)

When planets ar®pposite (awareness), one opposes and creates tension with another.
Balance is neede®bjectification of awarenesshe crisis involved in the repolorization
of ones consciousness. Objective actualization ofqgaajor the realization of failure and
eventual disintegration. Confrontations resultirani the externalization of ones
conscious awareness. The culmination of any expermsmdehe conscious facing of
existence and relationship.

When planets ar8quare (construction), one is in conflict with another. Adaptation is
required by both sides. The exteriorization and actualizatioelaionship. Theiving

of concrete form. Crisis and the need to take aedaction. Confrontationand their
results. Ceative tension. Solid power.

Waxing: Crisis encountered in the process of instinctive, dmaiding
selfexteriorization. Establishment of a concrete basis for action and operation.
Waning:Crisis in the development of new forms and the release abihients

of such forms.

When planets arérine (understanding), one is in harmony with anotfiée

harmonious blending or synthesizing of energies. The transcendence of polarity through
understanding. The expansion of ones horizons and consciouBeess/erance, growth,
and the growth process. Inherent abilities or gifts.

Waxing: Expansion of the concrete mind and the growth of practical knowledge.
Waning:Expansion and refinement of the abstract mind. Growth in universal
understanding.

When planets areSextile (production), one has opportunity for growth, exchange, and
harmony in relation with another. The practical application of understaritieg.
products of relationships. Development of techniques and skills.

Waxing:Instinctive developm& and spontaneous growth.
Waning: Productive use of new forms of consciousness.



When planets argconjunct (clarification), one is different from another. They can
often relate in a discordant way. The bringing of relationship into clearer fblees.
maturity of relationship.

Waxing: Clarification of ones concept of self.
Waning: Clarification of ones concept of others.

When planets arBemisextile(intimate), one gets new perspectives in relation with
another. The most intimate linking of cerst@r forms of interfunctional relatedness.

Waxing:Emergence of a center of conscious awareness.
Waning: Emergence of new forms.

When planets ar8emisquare(activity), one creates internal friction with another.
Intense interfunctional activity. REase of meaning and individual expression.
Exteriorization of thesquare

Waxing: Interfunctional awareness.
Waning: Creative release of self through interchange.

When planets arBesquiquadrate(creative activity), one creates internal agitation
with another. The conscious need and desire to take action.

Waxing: The apex of willful activity. The urge to express oneself through action.
Waning:Crisis in relationship. The urge to express oneself through relatiomshiphin
the social sphere.

When planets ar@uintile (creative transformation), one creatively relates externally
with another. The individual element active within life and experience. The
externalization (expression) of true individuality. An extremely individualistic
manner of elating to existence. Talent or natural abilities.



